Balanoptera edeni / brydei
) is a widely distributed rorqual (Reilly et al. 2008 ) that inhabits tropical waters and does not perform extensive migrations to high latitude feeding grounds like other whales in the genus (Best 2001) . The taxonomy of the genus is uncertain due to the similar appearance of two generally recognised forms which are almost certainly separate species, B. edeni and B. brydei (Wada et al. 2003 02'46.87E), at a depth of 28-32 m, south of Rushikulya River mouth, southern Odisha (Image 1). All three whales were heading north along the coast at about 3.5km/hr. No indications of feeding were observed. The lengths of the adult whales were estimated to be 11-13 m and the probable juvenile 8-10 m based on their size relative to our 7m long boat.
The whales were identified as Bryde's Whales (Balanoptera edeni / brydei) based on the prominent lateral ridges located on each side of the median ridge on the head of the two adult whales and their pointed falcate dorsal fin (Cummings 1985) . The irregular rolling pattern of the smaller whale did not allow us to observe its head region. The smaller whale was slightly paler in contrast to the adults and its dorsal fin was more falcate.
The whales were cruising through the water and approached the boat as close as 2m. The surfacing sequence was captured using a digital still camera (Image 2). The whale did not lift its flukes when diving. Three whales, which were sighted earlier in the same region during April 2009 (by the first author), had similar dorsal fins and rolling patterns; it is uncertain whether or not these were the same individuals.
Bryde's Whales are the only non-migratory species of Baleen Whale. They are found in the tropics and sub-tropics (Barlow 2006 (Table 1) . Of these, only one was a live sighting (Leatherwood 1984) and the rest were stranding records. The lack of systematic offshore cetacean monitoring might be a reason for this.
Photo-identification of distinctive marks from Bryde's Whales in the Indian region of Bay of Bengal could inform us whether the species migrates from SoNG or if a separate population exists in the Indian region of the Bay of Bengal. Molecular studies can also unravel the taxonomic complexities associated with these species.
All marine mammals are given priority under "Schedule I" of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (Anon 2003 . There are no targeted fisheries for marine cetaceans in India. Possible threats to marine mammals are from ongoing and proposed off-shore development activities. In the near future, major Oil exploration activities may impact pelagic and coastal marine mammals. Noise pollution from oil and gas exploration and increased vessel traffic can have negative impacts on cetaceans (Wyrick 1954; Bogoslovskaya et al. 1981; Malme et al. 1989) . Oil itself can also cause cetacean mortality and adversely affect the fish and invertebrates on which the cetaceans feed (Ridoux et al. 2004) .
Within a single year, the Odisha coast has witnessed two oil spills: from MV Black Rose near Paradip port (Pattnaik 2009) and the oil slick of MV Malavika, near Gopalpur Port (Reddy 2010). How these offshore development activities and marine pollution will affect the cetaceans along the Odisha coast needs further investigation and management interventions.
